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KNOX BIRD VETERINARY CLINIC 

NEWSLETTER No. 2, 2007

Welcome to the Knox Bird Veterinary Clinic’s second Newsletter for 2007.
(If you didn’t receive the first newsletter, please give us a call and we will send you a copy.)
With racing due to start in the next 1 - 2 months in most states, getting the birds ready for racing is this newsletter’s main topic.  

STARTING THE RACE SEASON WITH HEALTHY BIRDS
(Let’s keep it simple)
The first thing to do in all lofts is to get the birds parasite-free.  The common parasites are roundworms, hairworms, tapeworms, lice and mites and coccidia.

Parasites

Worms and mites:  Give Moxidectin 5 ml/litre for 24 hours or if tapeworms are a concern, Moxidectin Plus 5 ml/litre or better still because the product is bitter, ¼ ml (approx. 5 drops) to each bird.  Ensure the loft is particularly thoroughly cleaned after treatment as droppings passed prior to treatment can reinfect the birds.

Lice:  Lice do not feed off blood (like mites) and so the Moxidectin is not 100% effective when given orally.  To eradicate lice, a dip can be prepared using Permethrin.  To prepare a dip is simple.  Add 120 ml of Permethrin + 1 cap of baby shampoo to a bucket of water.  Alternatively, Moxidectin can be added to the bathwater at 1/10 its oral dose, i.e. 1 ml/2 litres.  This works really well and makes getting rid of lice really easy.  
Coccidia:  Give Baycox 3 ml/1 litre for 48 hours.
Once the birds are parasite-free, the other two important diseases to manage are Chlamydia and canker.

Chlamydia:  Chlamydia does not need to be treated in every loft but in lofts in which Chlamydia is a problem, it is vital that it is treated.  Chlamydia is the principle cause of respiratory infection in pigeons.  How do we decide if a pre-race treatment is necessary:
1. If more than 5% of youngsters in the post-weaning time had eye colds or dirty ceres.  This indicates that the birds took a long time to form their natural immunity to Chlamydia and it is likely that it is still active in some of the birds, particularly the younger ones.  

2. If Chlamydia became a problem during last year’s racing season and none of the loft’s parameters (i.e. same birds, loft design and location, etc) have changed.

3. If the birds are actively showing signs of respiratory infection

4. If testing done on the birds, as racing approaches, shows they have the disease.

Testing really is the best option.  No one wants to waste money on expensive antibiotics or indeed give them to the birds if they are simply not necessary.  Remember, no one can tell if the birds have Chlamydia by just looking at them or by looking at droppings, or by doing a crop flush.  99% of avian vets check for Chlamydia by analysing a drop of blood.  This can be collected and sent in by the fancier.  This simple technique is outlined in the previous newsletter.  (Ring if you would like a copy.)  Several birds can be tested with each test paper.  

Chlamydia is treated with Doxyvet, 1 teaspoon/2 litres, mixed fresh daily for as long as the severity of the problem warrants but usually 7 – 14 days.  

Wet canker:  This affects virtually every loft and unless a crop flush is done on several birds to show that no canker organisms are present, infection should be assumed.  Treatment for wet canker is delayed until the week of the first race, with usually a 2 – 4-day course of Turbosole being completed approximately 5 days before the first race.  
IN SUMMARY:
Day 1:  Moxidectin, 5 ml/1 litre, or Moxidectin Plus, ¼ ml to all birds
Day 2:  Moxidectin bath or Permethrin dip

Day 3 – 4:  Baycox, 3 ml/litre

Day 5 onwards, up to day 20:  Doxyvet

Day 21 – 25:  Turbosole
Day 30:  First race

WHAT’S NEW

Stopping hens from laying:  A single hormone injection is now available to stop hens laying for up to 6 months.  The injection blocks the hormone from the brain that causes ovulation and is usually placed into the pigeon’s fat at the base of the crop.  The injected hormone slowly dissolves over 6 months and stops egg laying during this time.

Fungal air sac infection:  Did you know that none of the medications commonly used by pigeon racers actually treats fungal infection of the air sacs?  This is because they are not absorbed from the bowel.  The usual drug used by avian vets that is effective is Itraconazole.  This drug is expensive and treatment is difficult.  This is one of the health problems where prevention is definitely better than cure.  The best prevention is to ensure that no moulds grow in the loft.

Circovirus:  Each year we seem to diagnose more cases of Circovirus.  Many fanciers continue to take advantage of the mail-out test kit for this disease to see if this virus is affecting their birds.  This is important because, although many affected birds may look normal in the loft, the virus dramatically affects race performance and returns.  

Pigeon pox:  We have plenty of pigeon pox vaccine in stock for those wishing to vaccinate their birds.  Remember this must be done at least 6 weeks before racing.

E. coli treatment:  Finding E. coli in the droppings of pigeons is not necessarily an indication for treatment.  E. coli can be isolated from the droppings of winning pigeons and to treat repeatedly for it in otherwise healthy birds is pointless.  E. coli is of significance if isolated from areas outside the bowel or if it is associated with a bowel infection (i.e. diarrhoea).    
THE NEW APC PIGEON PELLETS
These fantastic new products are proving really popular.  Having any problem getting some from a produce store near you?  The following pigeon product outlets have pellets in stock.  We can send pellet orders to your local produce store or indeed to you.  For orders of 25 bags or more, it costs only $3.00 per bag to send them as far as southern Queensland from Melbourne.

	· Burwood Fuel and Fodder, Melbourne, Victoria

(03) 9888 8123
	· Elenbee Bird Seeds, Seven Hills, NSW


(02) 9624 5129

	· Pet Stock, many outlets Australia wide

13 7387
	· Crystal Pet and Wire, Rooty Hill North, NSW


(02) 9625 9170

	· Gilbertson’s Fodder Store, Gepps Cross, SA
(08) 8262 1154
	· Joseph Mercieca Produce, Erskine Park, NSW

(02) 9670 1269

	· Merrylands Produce, Merrylands, NSW


(02) 9637 2311
	· Port Rural Centre, Port Macquarie, NSW


(02) 6581 0133

	· Ross Hayden, WA


0412 942 245
	· T.P. Jones + Co, Youngtown, Tasmania
(03) 6343 1666


(  Have you visited our regularly updated website for lots of veterinary pigeon information?  


Clients can contact the clinic for a user name and password to access all areas. 
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	Got any questions?  Then give us a call

	KNOX BIRD VETERINARY CLINIC

11 HENRY RD

WANTIRNA SOUTH, VICTORIA

AUSTRALIA 3152
	PH: 03 98005311 or for the cost of a local call 1300 132 038

FAX: 03 98005944

Email:  vet@auspigeonco.com.au
www.auspigeonco.com.au
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